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BRONX DENTI ST SENTENCED TO TWD YEARS | N FEDERAL PRI SON
FOR SUBM TTI NG FRAUDULENT GAI M5 FOR PER CDONTAL TREATMENT

DAVID N KELLEY, the United States Attorney for the
Southern District of New York, announced that LAWRENCE WH TE, a
dentist in the Bronx, was sentenced in Mnhattan federal court
yesterday to two years’ inprisonment for submtting false clains
for reinbursenent to several private insurance conpanies for a
dental procedure known as periodontal scaling and root planing
(“PSRPs”). VWHI TE pled guilty in this case on July 16, 2004, to one
count of health care fraud and one count of false statenents
relating to health care matters.

According to the Indictnent and an earlier crimnal
Conpl i ant agai nst WHI TE, between July 1997 and Cctober 2003, WH TE
submtted nunerous false clains for reinbursenent to several
private insurance conpanies for PSRPs. According to the charges,
PSRP is a treatnment for individuals who suffer from periodontal
di sease, a condition marked by inflammati on of the guns, detachnent
of the gunms from the tooth and bone loss. In a PSRP procedure,

which is typically performed on only one quadrant, or quarter, of



the mouth at a time, a dentist uses dental instrunents to renove
pl aque and cal cul us, according to the charges. Al so according to
the charges, due to the difficulty of the procedure and the pain
associated with it, dentists typically performPSRP on no nore than
two quadrants of the nouth in a single patient visit.

According to the charges, WH TE submni tted nunmer ous phony
clains for PSRP procedures, many of which were for PSRPs perforned
on all four quadrants of a patient’s mouth in a single visit to
WH TE' s office. The Conplaint against WH TE al | eged that the FB
had conducted interviews of nore than 20 of WHITE s patients for
whom VWH TE cl ained paynent for PSRP procedures and that those
patients stated that they never had the procedure perfornmed in any
of their visits to WHITE s office.

In sentencing WHI TE, United States District Judge JOHN G
KCELTL enphasi zed that VWH TE abused his position as a dentist to
submt false clains for rei nbursenent and obtain noney that he was
not entitled to. In addition to i nposing the two-year sentence on
VWHI TE, Judge KOELTL ordered himto pay $212,056 in restitution to
the wvarious insurance conpanies he defrauded. Anong those
i nsurance conpani es were Quardian Life |Insurance Conpany of Anerica,
Aetna, Enpire Blue Ooss and Blue Shield and GE G oup Life.

VWH TE, 50, resides in Fort Lee, New Jersey.

M. KELLEY praised the investigative efforts of the FB
in this case.

Assi stant United States Attorney JONATHAN ABERNETHY i s in
charge of the prosecution.
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